
After several days of declining cases, the trajectory of daily diagnoses 
began to increase again today. Morgan Stanley has published a widely 
circulated timeline of what recovery might look like, with peak cases 
outside of the coasts happening in late April/early May (see Chart of 
the Day). That same analysis forecasts that people will return to work in 
waves starting in June, with a likely resurgence of COVID-19 happening 
in late fall.  

People’s emotions continue to run high, with a marked increase in 
sadness since the crisis began. Yesterday’s consumer discussions 
centered around an African American doctor, testing the homeless for 
COVID-19, being falsely arrested. As the crisis exacerbates the worst in 
us, people are grasping for moments of levity and joy. Small brand acts 
can go a long way at driving positive conversation and sentiment, 
and giving people the brighter memorable moments they’ll take away 
from this crisis (see Spotlight On: Coors Light).  
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• Brands get creative with production during 
COVID-19 (4/15/20) Ad Exchanger  

• Brandom acts of kindness: Could a 
crisis open up a brand repositioning door? 
(4/14/20) Forbes  

• NBC’s streaming service, Peacock, starts 
rollout (4/14/20) NYTimes  

• Studios look to offload movies to Netflix, 
Amazon (4/14/20) The Information  

• Fidelity hiring 2,000 to meet 
‘unprecedented ‘engagement’ client 
demand (4/14/20) Financial Advisor IQ  

• Tripadvisor, Airbnb and many others switch 
to virtual tours and activities 
(4/13/20) Phocus Wire  

• Kids clothing brand Carter’s debuts 
homemade, family-centric ad 
(4/14/20) Adage  

• Pebbles, the cereal brand, will pay $1,500 
for for videos meant to inspire kids for its 
new video series (4/14/20) Red Tri  

• Panera Bread delivery drivers record 
themselves for new delivery campaign 
(4/14/20) Adage  

• “The opportunity of a lifetime”: Startup 
grocery brands leverage Amazon to 
challenge incumbents during coronavirus 
crisis (4/15/20) Forbes 

Marketing/Media News

As of 4/15/20, 10:54am , Source: Johns Hopkins

NUMBER OF COVID-19 
CASES IN THE U.S.

609,995 

26,775 
NUMBER OF DAILY NEW 
DIAGNOSES IN THE U.S.

Source: Analysis based on Johns Hopkins data
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https://www.adexchanger.com/advertiser/brands-get-creative-with-production-during-covid-19/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/scottdavis/2020/04/14/could-a-crisis-open-up-a-brand-repositioning-door/#3914f5392127
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/14/business/media/peacock-streaming-nbc-comcast.html?action=click&module=Latest&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.theinformation.com/articles/studios-look-to-offload-movies-to-netflix-amazon?utm_content=article-4395&utm_campaign=article_email&utm_source=sg&utm_medium=email
https://www.financialadvisoriq.com/c/2716443/327773/fidelity_hiring_meet_unprecedented_engagement_client_demand?referrer_module=issueHeadline&module_order=3
https://www.phocuswire.com/Tours-activities-coronavirus-online-virtual
https://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/regularly-updated-list-tracking-marketers-response-coronavirus/2244251?utm_source=ad-age-cmo-strategy&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200318&utm_content=article6-headline
https://redtri.com/pebbles-cereal-video-series-yabba-dabba-doo/
https://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/regularly-updated-list-tracking-marketers-response-coronavirus/2244251?utm_source=ad-age-cmo-strategy&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200318&utm_content=article6-headline
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kirimasters/2020/04/15/the-opportunity-of-a-lifetime-startup-grocery-brands-leverage-amazon-to-challenge-incumbents-during-coronavirus-crisis/#3fd7d41712a4
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3VtvjguwAqPmJWhRMUqqpnNfko88JZUB4wMjanDEXljc2pV03f8quS0-4#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3VtvjguwAqPmJWhRMUqqpnNfko88JZUB4wMjanDEXljc2pV03f8quS0-4#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


• Trump says he will halt WHO funding, 
pending review (4/14/20) NPR  

• NYC death toll jumps by 3,700 after 
uncounted fatalities are added 
(4/14/20) Politico  

• J&J eyes 'imminent' coronavirus vaccine 
production, aims for a billion doses 
worldwide (4/14/20) Yahoo Finance  

• Where is my stimulus check? How to 
check the status of your stimulus 
payment (4/15/20) Forbes 

Economic News

Note: US only. Date: 4/14/20, Source: Brandwatch

Coors has demonstrated how small brand 
acts during this time can go viral and 
generate positive sentiment and 
conversation. 93-year-old Olive Veronesi was 
down to her last cans of beer as a result of 
staying home during the pandemic. Unable 
to pick up more beer herself, Veronesi 
posted a photo on Facebook of her asking 
for more beer on a white board message. 
The message went viral and ultimately 
reached the makers of Coors Light. The 
company decided to deliver 150 cans of 
beer to her doorstep. Veronesi was 
delighted and updated her dry erase board 
to read "Got more beer!" 

 Source: CBS (4/14/20)

Spotlight on:  
Coors Light

• Answering kids’ questions about the 
coronavirus, in free picture books 
(4/14/20) NYTimes  

• NASA funds proposal to build a telescope 
on the far side of the moon 
(4/15/20) Space  
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https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/14/834588506/trump-says-he-will-halt-who-funding-pending-review?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=nprblogscoronavirusliveupdates
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/albany/story/2020/04/14/new-york-city-coronavirus-death-toll-jumps-by-3-700-after-uncounted-fatalities-are-added-1275931
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/jj-coronavirus-vaccine-we-plan-to-begin-production-at-risk-imminently-210204457.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jimwang/2020/04/15/where-is-my-stimulus-check-how-to-check-the-status-of-your-stimulus-payment/#74bb46ab696a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/pennsylvania-elderly-woman-beer-delivery-after-plea-goes-viral-2020-04-14/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/14/books/coronavirus-picture-books.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage&contentCollection=AtHome
https://www.space.com/nasa-telescope-far-side-of-moon.html

